Message From The 
Board Woman’s Work 


Giving Church papers an official sanction in our Church, the 
General Assembly has set April 21-27 as Independent Church Paper 
Week. Through wide experience, active Christians have found that 
an informed Christian is a more effective Christian. The Church 
papers offer an avenue through which news, editorials, current issues 
of concern, and inspiration can reach the church. The independent 
Church papers perform a vital service to both home and Church in 


providing church members with such information. 


As the name indicates, these papers can speak independently 
thus giving a channel of expression to all voices in the Church. This 
is a healthy situation and one to be cherished. The Church papers 
also serve as an effective instrument in promoting all phases of the 


Church’s work both at home and abroad. 


Church papers which broaden our field of vision contribute to 
the growth and enrichment of the Church as a whole. 


Make Your Plans Now to help Introduce The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal to other Members of Your Church at this Season. 
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Hiding Christ From 
a Weeping World? 


“And they say unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou? She saith unto them, Be- 
cause they have taken away my Lord, and 
I know not where they have laid him.” 


The Christian longs for a close fellowship 
with the living Ghrist and this longing can 
never be satisfied with anvthing less than Christ 
himself. 


The unbeliever needs this same Christ and 
peace will never come to his soul until he finds 
Him and becomes His own. 


There is nothing which can take the place of 
preaching about Christ Himself. He and His 
truth are inexhaustible sources from which 
there can be preached sermons a life-time will 
not be adequate to enjoy. 


Mary stood without the empty tomb weep- 
ing. The resurrection was not within her grasp 
at this time. She did not realize that she was 
looking for the living among the dead. The 
extent of her thinking was that the One she 
loved had been carried away and buried in 
another place. Her one desire was to go and 
find Him. 


But her love was genuine and her heart was 
open and at that second she saw Christ. At 
first He was not recognized but when he uttered 
her name the dimness of her eyes was taken 
away and she saw and recognized her risen Lord. 


Across the world today there are hungry 
hearts; yes, even weeping hearts. They long 
to know Someone who can take away the burden 
of sin, the sense of guilt, the hopelessness of the 
present and the darkness of the future. 


The Church has the message of this Someone 
— the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Saviour. God forbid that we should squander 
away such a glorious Message for a mess of 
ethical and social pottage. 
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Ethics and social action have their place but 
they are useless until motivated by men and 
women who have been transformed by the 
living Christ and who are truly new creatures 
in Him. 


The eyes of many are weeping today because 
they have sought the Lord and He is not 


where they expected to find Him. There are 
many counterparts of the Greeks of old who sav: 
“Sir, we would see Jesus.” | 


Are they seeing Him in our lives? 
Are they seeing Him in our churches? 
Are they hearing about Him in our sermons? 


Are they directed to Him by our own per- 
sonal witnessing? 
| —L.N.B. 


Babel — Again 


During the CBS news broadcast on Sunday 
morning, March 17th, the announcer said: “And 
now we will take you to what many people 
hope will some day be the capital of the world 
—United Nations Headquarters.” 


Some twenty minutes later, in a different 
broadcast entitled, “Religion in the News,” it 
was announced that the National Council of 
Churches has approached the Council of Cath- 


olics and Jews suggesting that they unite in — 


sponsoring a program “emphasizing spiritual 
values without reference to individual religious 
beliefs; beamed to the unchurched.” 


While the above remarks came from different 
sources they reflect a philosophy abroad — the 
Philosophy of Babel — which can have deadly 
consequences for the nation and for the church. 


We believe every form of legitimate interna- 
tional cooperation possible should be fostered 
but we also believe that our national integrity 
must be preserved at the same time, not only 
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for national survival but also because the world 
needs nations with the spiritual and moral ideals 
which are a part of our American heritage. 


This effort to belittle patriotism and national 


pride and to submerge our interests in an 
international organization where we would no 
longer be the master of our own destiny, or 
able to exercise our influence according to the 
dictates of our own judgment, is nothing less 
than pernicious. The idealism of the one- 
worlders (if “idealism” is the correct word) 
simply does not make sense. America does not 
have to surrender her God-given position in 
order to exercise the best possible influence 
on the world. A philosophy which would lower 
all decisions to the one most acceptable to the 
largest number of nations possible is nothing 
less than a philosophy of national suicide. 


But this philosophy is not restricted to the 


political or international level. ‘There are some 


within the Church who have become so enam- 
ored with the idea of “brotherhood” that they 
would emphasize it to the loss of Christian 
truth itself. 


What “unchurched” person will be impressed 
by a religious program arrived at by mutual 


consent among Protestants, Catholics and Jews? 


Sinners need more than a watered down message 
which has nothing better than an ethical con- 
tent. It is this shallowness of so much that is 
presented in the name of “religion” which is 
the tragedy of contemporary effort on the part 
of some churchmen. 


Let the Jew have his radio programs and 
let him present his faith with all the earnest- 
ness and fervor possible. 


Let the Roman Catholic continue his efforts 
to reach the masses with the Gospel as he con- 
ceives it to be the Gospel. 


And, let the Protestant preach the Gospel 
of God’s redeeming love and the power of the 
living Christ with all of the earnestness which 
his faith should engender. 


Presented in its purity and its power, and 
under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, we have 
no fear but that the vital message of Christianity 


which is a part of this historic Protestant tra- 


dition will attract hearers, convict sinners and 
strengthen saints. 


We write with earnestness and because we 
are sick and tired of the attempts of some of 


the leadership within Protestantism which would 
dilute the very heart of Christianity itself 
to make it palatable to an already unbelieving 
world. 


As an American we believe that our national 
integrity must be preserved at all cost. We 
must not surrender our sovereign rights and 
power to alien hands. Rather we should re- 


member that the world itself needs the example 


of a nation whose God, at least nominally, is 
the Lord and which honestly tries to exercise 


her power in the best interests of the entire 


world. 


_As a Protestant we protest any and every 
effort to squander the Protestant heritage and 
tradition in a watered down and emasculated 
gospel which has no power to save and which 
but adds to the world’s confusion. 


To take this position does not preclude the 
fullest cooperation in international affairs. 
Actually it increases our influence for good. 


To take such a position does not preclude 
the fullest cooperation in every effort for 
righteousness. But it may help preserve the 
faith many have died for rather than to recant, 
and it does lift up a banner for Christ the King 
and for the Church He died to make possible. 


This philosophy of Babel can be a deadly 
thing. May God deliver us from it. | 


“Out of the Mouth of Babes” 


A few months ago the Journal reported an 
incident aboard an airplane when a little fel- 
low (4 years old) rebuked two women cigarette 
smokers sitting in the seat next behind him. 


_ He first said to them, “Jesus doesn’t like that,” 


and when they asked him “Why?” he replied, 
“Because it will give you a dirty heart.” ‘This 
little fellow does an amazing amount of mature 
thinking, for which his limited vocabulary is 
inadequate. His latest outburst occurred in his 
bedtime prayer at his mother’s knee one night 
recently, showing his concern for the future of 
his baby brother, Robert. “. . . and, Lord, 
please let Robert grow up to be a good man 
and be a menace in a big church.” 


—W.CS. 
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Testimonial Banquet for 
Dr. William Childs Robinson 


Professor of Church History and Polity, 


Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Georgia 


On Monday, March 11, a large number of 
Presbyterian elders and ministers met in a down- 
town dining room in Jackson, Mississippi, to 
honor one of the great scholars of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., Dr. William Childs Rob- 
inson. Dr. Robinson was in Jackson to deliver 
the Christian Lecture Series at Belhaven Col- 
lege, and a large number of his friends decided 
to use this occasion to show their high regard 
for, and appreciation of, Dr. Robinson. 


Mr. Russ M. Johnson, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Deposit Guaranty Bank of Jackson, 
was master of ceremonies and expressed on be- 
half of the laymen the appreciation which they 


have for the great contribution which Dr. Rob- 


inson has made toward the training of our min- 
istry and in the wider field of evangelical Chris- 
tianity. Mr. Chalmers Alexander, one of the 
Commissioners of the City of Jackson, presented 
Dr. Robinson with a certificate of —— 
The pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Dr. John Reed Miller, read the testimonial to 
Dr. Robinson. After mentioning the many posi- 
tions of leadership which he has held and 
commenting upon a number of the important 
books of which he has been the author, Dr. 
Miller continued: 


“Dr. Robinson has been a conspicuous figure 
in that goodly company of scholars who have 
followed and adorned the noble traditions of 
Scottish, English and American Presbyterian- 
ism. He has carried himself with dignity through 
periods of controversy as well as in times when 
the theological climate was more calm. He has 
never met the arguments of others with ridicule 
nor has he ever descended to the use of cheap 
methods of making his points. Like a mighty 
river flowing powerfully toward its appointed 
destination, he has pursued his course; and his 
convictions, like the current of the river, have 
carried others along the way toward a maturer 
and firmer faith in the eternal verities. 


Like the wise man in the parable of our Lord, 
he has built the house of his beliefs upon a 
sure foundation — the impregnable rock of 
Holy Scripture. His studious habits have taken 
him to the root of things. Painstaking research 
and careful preparation have been characteristic 
of his work. His scholarship has been of the 
very soundest order. Again and again he has 
evidenced to his students, and to those who 
have read his books and articles, an amazing 
familiarity with the whole body of scripture as 
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well as with the wide reaches of Church history. 
He is to be classed among the real intellectuals 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church and of 
the larger body of evangelical Protestantism. 
Remembering the commandment of God that 
His own are to love Him with the mind, as 
well as with the heart and soul and strength, 
Dr. Robinson has sought to put content into 
the faith of his fellow-Presbyterians and to en- 
rich the spiritual understanding of all who 
would think through, with him, the deeper 
meanings of the Christian revelation. ‘Those who 
have been privileged to hear him, in the class- 


room, on the platform, or in the pulpit would 


suppose that, early in his adult life, he began 
to subscribe to a principle which has been used 
to describe a noted English. preacher and editor. 
It was said of him: “He held, and wisely, that 
the thinking of the preacher must be of such 
a mature as to inspire his hearers to think.” 
So this man has not lowered the standards of 
culture to those who are light on thinking, but 
he has steadfastly written to challenge his read- 
ers to use their minds. 


But the crowning grace which is evident in 
the life and work of the one whom we honor 
today has been his humble Christian faith 
and his devotion to Jesus Christ. After all, the 


highest honor that can be paid to a Christian — 
minister and scholar is that he is a servant of . 


Jesus Christ. “Minister” means “servant,” and 
we should never forget it. ‘The apostles did not 
glory in their apostleship, but they set forth 


as the distinguishing mark of their life the fact 


that they were bond-slaves of Jesus Christ. The 
true disciple will always defer to his Lord; for 
what has he that he has not received? This 
has been the guiding spirit and motive also 
of the one whom we honor today. To those who 
know him best and understand him most thor- 
oughly, there is not a shadow of a doubt about 
whom he is seeking to honor. It is not to honor 
himself that he labors — as an intellectual light 
— so that others will see his good scholarship 
and glorify him. Rather, this man who has so 
championed the Kingship of Jesus Christ and 
held high the claims of “our blessed Lord,” as 
Dr. Robinson delights to call Him, has been 


jealous for the glory of this Saviour. One can 


easily sense that the governing spirit of this 
man has been, “Christ must increase, but I must 
decrease.” | 


In the final analysis, and when all has been 
said, it is a deep, quiet, vital dedication to this 
Lord and Saviour that is the spring and source 
of all greatness in a Christian. The one who 
has thrown his anchor deep into Christ and who 
stands upon the Rock of Ages cannot be moved. 
His strength is as firm as the rock beneath him. 
His heart is sure, trusting in the Lord. What 
was once written of Michael Faraday comes to 
mind right here. One of his biographers says 
of this great scholar and Christian: ‘“‘He baffled 
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all his colleagues and companions. Nobody could 
understand how the most learned man of his 
time could find in his faith those restful cer- 
tainties on which he so calmly and surely re- 
posed . . . He never closed his eyes at any 
fragment of truth; he never divided his mind 


_into watertight compartments; he never shrank 


from the approach of a doubt. He saw life 
whole . . . He moved for fifty years amidst 
the speculations of science, whilst, in his soul, 
the certainties that cannot be shaken were sing- 
ing their deathless song. Like a coastguard who, 
standing on some tall cliff, surveys the heaving 
waters, he stood, with his feet upon the rock, 


looking out upon a restless sea of surmise and 


conjecture 


This, my friends, can be truly said of Dr. 


William Childs Robinson, scholar and minister 
of Jesus Christ. His convictions are rooted deep 
in the eternal verities; therefore, the winds of 
contrary opinion have not detained him nor di- 
verted him from the course which his convic- 
tions have directed. True to the beliefs and 
traditions of our Reformed faith he stands to- 
day as one of our church’s most notable schol- 
ars and most able exponents. Columbia Semi- 
nary, the ministry of our great Assembly, and 
the whole body of our beloved Presbyterian 
Church is blessed by his presence and leader- 
ship among us. Therefore, in obedience to the 
word of the scripture, that we give “honor to 
whom honor is due,” we are privileged to show 
our high regard for this Christian friend and 
fellow-minister today.” J.R.M 


Visitation 


Witnessing 


By Rev. R. W. Cousar, D.D. 


“NEVER IN THE HISTORY OF CHRIS- 
TENDOM HAS THERE BEEN A GREATER 
NEED FOR A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING 
THAN TODAY.” So begins Dawson Bryan’s 
book on “A Workable Plan of Evangelism.” 
Statistics, both as to men and money, show 
that we are, apparently, in an extremely healthy 
position just now. Yet, one cannot help but 
wonder if all is well. Is the heart of the average 
Christian brimming with love for the Master 
and love for His straying people? What pro- 
portion of modern Christians are willing to 
follow the total program of the Church, much 


less full abandonment to the will of our 


Heavenly Father? How many of our entire 
membership are actually striving to win the 
unsaved and to reach the unchurched all about 
us? | 


Bryan Green has stated a bold fact, when he 


_ says, “Unfortunately there are Christians — 


and Christians. Some who profess to follow the 
Master exhibit no active interest in the mis- 
sionary task of the Church nor any zeal to 
win others to Christian discipleship. No one 
would wish to question the sincerity of their 
Christian faith nor their practice of Christian 
life, but it is a fact that they show no keenness 
to spread the Gospel. There is, however, a 
minority of Christians who see the duty to 
— as a great privilege and a pressing 
need.” 


The program of men winning men for Christ 
where followed is a thrilling part of our modern 
church life. Someone has well said “Never in 
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the Christian centuries has there been a more 
effective means for the revival of men than 
the method of lay evangelism which is now 
being used in American Protestantism.” Let 
us make the most of it for folks, both within 


_and without the Christian fellowship. ‘ 


May a few suggestions be offered to help 
keep our efforts on an even keel. | 


I. LET US KEEP CLOSE TO THE MEANING 
OF REGENERATION. 


There seems to be, today, an over-weaning 
emphasis upon the great word, “commitment.” 
We are to secure as many “commitments” to 
Christ as possible. This is done with the finest 
of intentions, but without, apparently, any ade- — 

uate understanding of what is involved in 
this great word. Obviously, in a short visit, 
a team can only say a few things. Much that 
is important will naturally, be left unsaid. With- 
out being “preachy,” one can state very hum- 
bly that he knows that for himself, he is only 
a great sinner. He is, however, also, at the 
same time assured that because of Christ’s death 
he knows he is forgiven. He can lean very 
heavily upon that glorious word in (Ephesians 
2:8) “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God.” Here the emphasis can well be laid upon 
God’s part and God’s gift which we accept in 
humble faith, with no merit or goodness on 
our part. 


Again realizing the limitations of a single 
conversation, the visitor may find the appro- 
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priate moment to place some emphasis upon 
“Repentance.” Our Lord, in close step with 
John the Baptist, commenced His ministry 
upon this same high plane. While He did 
not use the word “Repentance” in every inter- 
view, yet He was constantly urging men to 
turn from something poor to something good, 
from something better to something that is 
best. A man may be walking towards the bleak 
north, he is invited to turn around and go 
to the sunny south. The woman at the well of 
Samaria was lured on, by our Lord, from her 
present sordid existence to one incomparably 
more beautiful, if she would only drink of 
the water of life. “Taste and see that the 
Lord is good, blessed is the man that trusteth 
in Him,” (Psalm 34:8). Maybe the visitor is 
timid in the use of Scripture, but what is more 
beautiful than Isaiah’s musical but earnest in- 
vitation that has been ringing like a bell down 
the centuries, “Seek ye the Lord while He may 
be found; call ye upon Him while He is 
near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts and let him 
return unto the Lord and He will have mercy 
upon him and to our God for He will abund- 
antly pardon.” (Isa. 55:7). 


When they have turned their weary selves 
towards the uplifted Saviour then we may seek 
to introduce them to some of the marvels of 
the new Birth. If you cannot explain it do 
not be too much discouraged, — Jesus never 


explained it to Nicodemus. He urged the neces- 


sity; He declared the agent, the Spirit, but 
He never made clear precisely what happens 
in the process. Born again, or born from above 
is truly in the realm of the miraculous yet it 
must occur in every soul that enters the King- 
dom of God. Realizing keenly your own de- 
ficiencies, you can always resort to those blessed 
words, “Therefore if man be in Christ Jesus, 
he is a new creature, old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new.” 
(II Cor. 5:17). 

II. LET US KEEP CLOSE TO THE IDEA 

OF WITNESSING. 


After all, we are first and last witnesses. 
“Ye shall be witnesses unto me,” is a must for 
all times. Some men have had a conversion 
that is good newspaper “copy.” Their “change” 
had within it “explosive” qualities. Night turned 
into day all in a moment. With them, like 
Augustine, chains immediately dropped off, 
vile habits were gone, brand-new practices were 
established. Their souls were flooded with a 
great sense of release and forgiveness. ‘They 
loved what they once hated, and hated what 
they once loved. Such an experience is thrilling 
and is often worth more than a dozen ordinary 
sermons and that many conversations besides. 
Thank God for such! | 


On the other hand, a definite impression 
was registered, recently, from the words of a 
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fellow minister. ‘While my conversion was of 
an emotional kind,” he said, “I am fully con- 
vinced that with most folks it is a very ‘quiet 
affair.’’’ There comes a time when a man makes 
an earnest solemn resolve to admit Christ into 
his life and to begin walking in the “Christian 
way.” He may not have an overwhelming 
consciousness of forgiveness, nor the tremen- 
dous upsurge of a sense of peace. He is truly 
sincere and thoroughly in earnest. His faith, 
though as a grain of mustard seed, is none the 
less present and real. He can truly count 
himself saved and no doubt he has been born 
from above. 

Now, as to testimony, the average man’s wit- 
ness is usually best for the average man. May- 
be, Mr. Average-man can only say, regarding 
this thing called Christianity, that it brings 
a great deep-down inward sense of satisfaction 
that he can hardly describe. A certain rest- 
lessness is gone. Increasingly, he feels that God 
is his partner and Jesus Christ his friend. After 


all, didn’t John write out of an experience which 


was thrillingly real, ““That you also may have 
fellowship (companionship) with us: and our 
fellowship (companionship) is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ” (I John 1:3) 
“Henceforth I call you not servants . . . but 
I have called you friends.” (Jno. 15:15). 
Again, ask your neighbor, whom you are 
visiting, if he doesn’t want a Christian home. 
Of what vast importance this is, always, but 
especially where there are children, be they 
big or little. God loves to save a household. 
The jailor at Philippi was given a “family 
answer,’ — “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved and thy house.” (Acts 
16:31). Joyfully, the record says further on, 
“And was baptized, he and all his straight- 
way,” (Acts 16:33). Suggest to your neighbor 
that he will probably want to set up a family 
altar, where God is recognized and worshipped 
every day. America stands in desperate need of 


more truly Christian households, if it would f 
successfully withstand the inroads of paganism f 


on all hands. 


III. LET US KEEP CLOSE TO THE WORD } 


AND THE CHURCH. 

Finally, in your witness, you may tell your 
neighbor that he, like yourself, stands in great 
need of the guidance of both the word of God 
and the Church. The two are lumped together 
at this point, because they seem to stand to 
gether. Both are divine in their origins and in 
their life. While the Word produces the Church, 
the Church in turn teaches the Word. Both 
speak of the Incarnate Word, Jesus our Lord, 
whom every man desperately needs, not every 
week but every day and every hour. Jesus Christ 
comes first, last and always, but the written 
Word and the Church are close second. You 
may apologize at times for members of the 
Church, but never for the Church, or the Word 
of the living God. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 7 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Faces he Cross 


Background Scripture: Matthew 26:1 - 27:10 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53:1-9 


As we read Matthew 26 and 27 and Isaiah 53 we can easily see that both the prophet and the gospel 
writer are describing the same Person and the same event, — His sufferings and death. Isaiah gives 
an explanation as to why He suffered and died; He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities, etc. Matthew does not fully explain what it meant, but gives us the facts, the tragic 


events of those days and nights. He does give some explanation. 


is my blood of the new testament, (covenant) 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins,” agrees with Isaiah, and explains pretty 
fully the meaning of His death. Then, His 
former words, “even as the son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
give His life a ransom for many.” Jesus knew 
that He came to die. It was not a sort of 
“second best” as some would have us believe. 


He did ride into the city as a King, and .He 


preached the coming of the Kingdom, but He 
faced the cross all along. When the Greeks 
asked to see Him, He said, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if 
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit”: “Now is 
my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, 
save me from this hour: for this cause came I 
unto this hour.” 


It remained for the apostle Paul, the inspired 
theologian of the New Testament, to fully ex- 


plain the Atonement, and give the full meaning © 


of the Cross. 


In our lesson today — the Background Scrip- 
ture — the events leading up to His death are 
related. As we read and ponder may the Holy 


Spirit enable us to see and feel the tragedy and — 
_ sorrow and agony of this awful experience, and 


also the glory of it, for it is in the Cross of 


Christ that we glory. It was the hour of dark- | 


ness and suffering, but it was also the hour of 
His triumph and glory. 


I. The Plot to Kill Jesus: 26:1-5. 


His enemies were plotting to kill Him, but 
not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar 
of the people. God’s plan was that He should 
be crucified at the Passover season. Jesus him- 
self said, “after two days is the feast of the 
Passover, and the son of man is betrayed to 
be crucified.” It was most fitting that “Christ, 
our Passover” be crucified at the passover sea- 
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Jesus’ words in 26:28, “For this 


son. It was to take place at the time of God’s 
appointment, not when his enemies said. 


II. The Anointing in Bethany: 6-13. 


This beautiful incident, showing the love 
that Mary of Bethany had for Jesus, and also 
showing that she seemed to have a deeper in- 
sight into what was coming, is given in two 
other places, Mark 4 and John 12. We have 
here the sharp contrast between the devotion 
of a soul like Mary’s and the black heart of a 
man like Judas. In the church we sometimes 
see such contrasts even in our day. Every now 
and then some thief, or covetous man, gets 
his hands on some of the money meant for 
the work of the Lord. There are those who make 
a “racket” out of religion. On the other hand 
we have devoted men and women who give 
their most precious possessions to the Lord. The 


words of Jesus, “Wheresoever this gospel shall 


be preached in the whole world, there shall 
also this, that this woman hath done, be told 
for a memorial of her,” have been gloriously 
fulfilled. All over the world men and women 
have been inspired to “go and do likewise.” 


III. Judas’ Bargain with the Chief Priests: 14-16. 


Perhaps the rebuke to Judas — for he was 
the principal one back of the criticism—may 
have made Judas hasten to carry out his plan. 
He covenanted with these enemies of Jesus for 
thirty pieces of silver. In Zechariah 11:12 we 
have the prophecy: “So they weighed for my 
price thirty pieces of silver.” We see again 
how minutely these prophecies were fulfilled. 


IV. The Passover and the Lord’s Supper: 17-30. 


Jesus was careful to observe this feast for 
it was the one that pointed to His redemptive 
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work. This was the last time that He would keep 
it with His disciples. They asked Him; Where 
wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the 
assover? Comparing this account with the ones 
in Mark 14 and Luke 22 we see what His full 
instructions were. It was to be a momentous 
occasion for Him and for His disciples. 


As they were eating, He said, Verily I say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 
They were exceeding sorrowful and began to 
say unto Him, Lord, is it I? Turn to John 
13:21-30 and find more told us of just what 
took place at the table that night. Combining 
all the accounts we are convinced that Judas 
had ample warning about what he was going 
to do, and its awful consequences: “Woe unto 
that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! 
it had been good for that man if he had not 
been born.” Judas was, as Jesus said, a “devil,” 
to have pursued relentlessly his evil course in 
the face of such warnings. 


He then institutes the Lord’s supper. How 
such a simple and beautiful Sacrament could 
have become such a battleground of controversy 
and cause so much confusion and hard feelings 
in the Church, is hard to see. It shows how 
Satan works, his “wiles” and “devices,” by 
which he seeks to hinder the work of the church. 
The very institution which ought to connote 
the unity of Christians and their love for each 
other has become a stumbling block, splitting 
the Church into opposing groups. It is a symbol 
of division rather than fellowship even when 
our Ecumenical Conferences are held. 


V. Warning to Peter: 31-35. 


Judas had been warned and had not heeded — 


the warning. Peter is now warned, but in his 
self-confidence he, too, goes on to deny his 
Master. How little heed we give to the warn- 
ings of the Bible! Then, too late, we “go out 
and hang ourselves,” or go “out to weep bitter 
tears.” What a lesson for us in His words to 
Peter! Our spirits may be willing, but the flesh 
is weak. The warning was for all the disciples, 
but all of them seemed as confident as Peter. 
While they did not deny Him, they all forsook 
Him and fled. 


VI. In Gethsemane: 36-46. 


This is a very familiar passage. We have be- 
come used to these words, and I am afraid we 
miss seeing the real meaning and message: 


Into the woods my Master went, 
Clean for-spent, for-spent; 

Into the woods my Master came, 
For-spent with love and shame. 


The burden was getting so heavy that He 
could hardly stand up under it. Those pathetic 
words, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death,” give us a vision of the breaking 
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_weapons of our warfare are not carnal. ; 
VIII. The Trial Before Caiaphas, and scribes } 


heart of Jesus. He was indeed “Clean for- 
spent, clean for-spent,” as He fell on His face, 
(fell on the ground), and made his plea, “O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me.” There is but one reasonable ex- 
planation of the words, “this cup.” It is the 
cup of the sins of the world. How bitter it 
was is beyond our finite minds to comprehend. 
I heard one of our great preachers say once 
that he thought Jesus suffered more in the gar- 
den than on the cross, and it would seem that 
way as we read and try to understand this 
prayer, and see the sweat like drops of blood 
forced from His face as he agonized with “strong 
crying and tears.” It was almost too much for 
Him to do, and yet He was willing to do it, 
for He continued by saying, Not my will, but 
thine, be done. Who can read these words and 
not begin to see something of the cost of our 


redemption? To be made sin for us, Who knew 


no sin, was an agonizing, heart-breaking experi- 
ence. To taste death for every man was bitter 
medicine, but by so doing the sting of death 
was removed for us. 


The disciples were asleep! He said to Peter, 
“What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh 
is weak.” How these words ought to ring 
in our ears! How many of our failures are due 
to the fact that we did not watch and pray. 


VII. Betrayal and Arrest. 47-56. 


Compare the accounts in Mark and Luke, and 
especially in John 18, where we are told that 
when He said, “I am he,” they went backward, 
and fell to the ground. This band of soldiers, 
this mob, was helpless, if He had not submitted 
willingly. He could have prayed and more than 


twelve legions of angels would have come to 


His aid. | 
In verse 49 we come to the blackest spot in 


the history of mankind, as Judas came to Jesus f 


and said, Hail, Master: and kissed Him. 


Simon Peter does one of his impulsive, but 
foolish, things : he cuts off the ear of the servant 
of the high priest. His rebuke to Peter, For all 
they that take the sword shall perish with the 


sword, ought to have been remembered by the — 


Church. We have sometimes forgotten that th 


and elders: 57-68. 
IX. Peter Denies Him: 69-75. 
X. Judas Hangs Himself: 27:1-10. 


There is a big difference between Remorse | 


and Repentance (Judas and Peter). 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Theological Seminary Of The 
Presbyterian Church Of Korea 


Scripture: II Timothy 2:11-16 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Break Thou, The Bread Of Life’ 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“T Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 


Program Leader: 
In this program we are considering the third 


of our five financial objectives for 1957, the > 


rebuilding of the Presbyterian Seminary in 
Korea. You will remember that this is the 
second year that our gifts have been sent to 
this work. In 1956 the young people of our 
entire denomination contributed $2667.65 to 
this project, and our dollars have already gone 
to work for us. 


It is possible that we may have forgotten some 
of the things we learned about the seminary 
a year ago. In order to refresh our memories, 
our speakers will describe the seminary, its use- 
fulness to the Korean Church, and its continu- 
ing needs. | 


First Speaker: 

The largest Presbyterian Seminary in the 
United States is Princeton, with slightly less 
than five hundred students. The Presbyterian 
Seminary of Korea, located in the city of Seoul, 
can still claim to be the largest Presbyterian 
Seminary in the world, because last year it 
enrolled 616 students. This institution is jointly 
supported by the Korean. Presbyterian Church, 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and our 
church, the Presbyterian Church, U.S. This 
means that both financial aid and teachers are 
provided from all three churches. 


The students from the seminary come from 


all parts of Korea. Some of them are Christians 
who have fled from Communism in North 
Korea. Others are former members of the Com- 
munist army who were converted to Christianity 
while in prisoner of war camps, and now they 
have heard the call to serve the Lord in the 
ministry. Still others come from the many 
churches and communities of South Korea. 


The arrangement of courses at the Korean 
seminary differs considerably from the normal 
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course of study in an American seminary. There 
is a two year preparatory course for students who 
have completed high school. It includes the 
study of Bible, English, science, philosophy, 
and other courses. Last year 246 students were 
enrolled in the preparatory course. The three 
year course includes Bible, theology, Hebrew, 
Greek, church history, religious education, and 
music. It is open to students who have com- 
pleted the preparatory course, or who have a 
college education equivalent to it. This is called 
the regular course. Three year training is also 
open to special students who have had five 
years experience as evangelists or who have 
graduated from a Bible school. Special students 
are given an entrance examination to determine 
whether or not they are sufficiently prepared 
for the seminary course. 


Second Speaker: 

The seminary at Seoul is vital to the life of 
the Presbyterian Church of Korea. It is the 
only institution which can train ministers for 


almost half a million Korean Christians. Korea 


is one of the few countries in the world where 
Presbyterianism is the dominant Christian 
church. There are more Presbyterians in Korea 
than all other Christian groups combined. There 
are 105 Presbyterian churches in the city of 
Seoul, more than in any city of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. We do not cite these 
facts to be boasting, but to show how great is 
the opportunity and responsibility of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Korea, and to show how 
important it is to have a strong seminary. 


Before the Korean War, the southern part 
of the country (which is now free Korea) was 
largely agricultural. Cities have grown tremen- 
dously since the war, but many, many of the 
Christian people and the Christian churches are 
still located in the rural areas. These smaller 
churches and their faithful members are in 
desperate need of trained leadership. Only the 
seminary at Seoul can provide ministers for 
these country churches. 


There is a wonderful opportunity for Chris- 
tian schools and colleges in Korea. Many such 
institutions are already in operation, and more 
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Now Hebrew Christians in Israel Organize a Church 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 


5630-N North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, III. 


Times of apostolic hardship have returned to Israel. 
= Hebrew Christians with pain and agony have finally 
=e established an indigenous church. The congregation is 
/_ so pitifully poor that the minister with our aid peri- 
|. odically invites members for meals in his home. This 
*+ faithful worker and pastor as well as his hard-pressed 
5 Hebrew Christian congregation need help and support. 


Converts are being won not only in Israel but among 
_* Jews throughout Western Europe. Churches are needed 
Rev. Jacob Peltz aS are Homes for children and for the aged. The Inter- 

national Alliance has the organization and the plans if 
you will but arm them with the means. Now is the appointed time; 
now indeed is the day of salvation. 


Help us meet and checkmate Communism and other unchristian forces 
arrayed against the people of the Promised Land. Give as the Lord 
leads—and PRAY, pray for the work and the workers. 


CANADA 
91-N Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ontario 


are needed. Bible and religion teachers for 
these schools must be properly trained, and 
the seminary is the only place to train them. 
There can be no doubt about the usefulness of 
the Korean seminary. 


Third Speaker: 

If we remember last year’s program, we 
learned that this seminary which is so rich in 
students is very poor in buildings and equi 


ment. The classes are too large (100 to 140 


in each class). Often two classes will sit back 
to back in the same large room, with only a 
six foot screen separating them. Others meet 
in flimsy rooms divided from the world and 
each other only by glass doors. Heating and 
lighting are rarely adequate or certain. At 
present the physical plant consists of two re- 
paired buildings, a chapel and an administration 


building, and two  war-damaged buildings, 


which serve as dormitories. The immediate need 
is for a library and a dormitory. As soon as 
these can be provided, a second dormitory and 
a recitation building must be had. 


Mention was made of the need for a library. 
This includes books as well as the building. 
The first speaker told us that Princeton Semi- 
nary is smaller than the Korean Seminary by 
more than a hundred students, but the Prince- 
ton library contains 500,000 books and 


pamphlets, while the library in Seoul contains 
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only 4,000 books. American theological students 
are not usually able to read Korean, but most 
Koreans can read English. The 4,000 books 


they do have are printed in English for the | 


greater part, and they would be glad to receive 
more from us. Any Christian books we can 
collect, especially commentaries, etc., would be 
greatly appreciated. They should be sent in 
care of Dr. Bruce Cummings, one of our mis- 
sionaries who is now serving on the faculty of 
the seminary. 


There can be no question but that our gifts 


are sorely needed, but there is another perhaps. 


more important thing we can do for the Pres- 
byterian Seminary in Seoul. We can pray for 
it. We can pray for the students, many of 
whom are making great sacrifices in order to 
prepare themselves to minister the word of 
God. We can pray for those who teach there, 
both missionaries and Korean teachers. We can 
pray for the graduates of the seminary as they 


go out into Korea to proclaim the Gospel of 


Christ to twenty million people who seem eager 
to receive it. This is a great work. We can 
be thankful to have a share in it. 


(Whether or not you receive an offering for 
this objective at this program, be sure to have 
a prayer of dedication for your gifts.) 
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The Minor Prophets 


By Rev. R. W. Cousar, D. D. 


PROPHECY A FRUITFUL STUDY 
We must remember that prophecy, first, 


“forth-telling” and secondly, “fore-telling,”’ 


speaks directly to us. It is personal as well as 
social. The thrill and the challenge of its mes- 
sage should result in better personal, community 
as well as national life. More and more we 
are impressed how its words come to grips with 
the vital matters of faith, obedience and true 
worship. The living God in prophecy lets us 
know how He feels about us and our present 


wayward conduct. 


PROPHETS KNEW THREE THINGS 


The prophets knew the people, their manner 
of life, their failures, their disobedience, their 
longings, their hopes, and their fears. Again 
the prophets knew the infinite God and pos- 
sessed vivid and deep-seated personal convic- 
tions as to His character, His redemption, and 
His providence. Finally they knew God’s pur- 
poses. They were the purveyors of His awful 
judgments, His mercy and the knowledge of a 
coming King and His Kingdom. Habakkuk, 
Zechariah, Malachi form our center of interest, 
now, as the last half of the Circle Bible Study. 


HABAKKUK 


Someone has called Habakkuk, “The Phil- 
osopher Prophet.’”’ Nothing is definitely known 
about the man himself. If the name was de- 
rived from the Assyrian tongue it probably 
means, “a heartener, or one who takes another 
to his heart and his arms, as one soothes a 
poor weeping child, telling it to be quiet.” He 
was probably a resident of Jerusalem and there- 
fore was thoroughly conversant with the local 
situation both political and religious. 


HISTORICAL SITUATION 


Apparently the Chaldeans or the Babylonians 
were on the march although there is no evi- 
dence that they had, as yet, conquered little 
Judah, the Southern Kingdom. Nineveh the 
capital of Assyria had fallen; the Egyptians had 
been defeated at Carchemish and now Nebu- 
chadnezzar of Babylon was master of the world. 
Josiah King of Judah had effected a blessed 
reformation, or revival, a few years before, but 
it seemed to be all too superficial to halt the 
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nation in its course of rebellion, ending in 
ultimate destruction. 


PROBLEMS 


Rather than furnish an outline by chapters 
we shall attempt to state the “problems,” or 
deep concerns, of the prophet. Remember 
Habakkuk is called the “Philosopher prophet.” 
He would like to know the “why” and the 
“wherefore” of Jehovah’s dealings. 


First, among his problems was, why does Je- 
hovah permit such gross evils? Why does He 
not hear the prophet’s prayer? As someone has 
well said, “He does not complain AGAINST 
God, but TO God.” This complaint is to be 
found along with Jehovah’s answer, in the first 
eleven verses of chapter one. We leave the 
leader to search for himself, or herself, what 
the answer really is. It is most satisfying to 
the soul. 


Second, among his problems, Why should 
Jehovah, the Holy God, use a cruel nation like 
the mighty Chaldeans to execute judgment on_ 
His Chosen people? From chapter one, verse 
twelve, on through chapter two, verse one, he 
grapples with this dark question, involving, or 


questioning, the Divine providence. As _ he 


climbs his watch tower, however, the far and 
the near stand out in clear outline. God doeth 
all things well! Look at chapter two, verses 
one through four and we behold the patient 
unfolding of the Divine answer. The prophet 
is to write the vision on tablets so plainly, “that 
he may run that readeth it.” Surely it will take 
time, but in the end the righteous and not the 
wicked will survive. God deals righteously and 
fairly with aH men. 


EXCITING DISCOVERY 


Mav we pause and bow in reverence before 
one GREAT BIG SIGNIFICANT FACT! Let’s 
not miss it, for there is perhaps nothing nobler 
in Habakkuk, or in any of the other prophets, 


“The just shall live by faith.” (2:4). Prof. 


George Robinson puts it thus, “It was not 
Luther, nor Augustine, nor even Paul who first 


taught this great principle, but Habakkuk.” 


Evangelical Christianity owes everything to this 
prophet for being the earliest preacher of so 
precious a truth. To him it meant not only 
trust, but loyalty, steadfastness, persistence, and 
endurance. Here we find the registered fact 
of one who traveled far from a nagging irritat- 
ing doubt to a living faith that trusted God 
in the midst of calamity and dire distress. 
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You have heard it over the radio: 


“Oh what a beautiful morning 
Oh what a beautiful day 

Oh what a beautiful feeling 
Everything is going my way.” 


But everything was NOT going his way as 
is often the case with us. In spite of this the 
prophet declares a glorious fact, “Although the 
fig tree shall not blossom neither shall fruit 
“be in the vines, the labor of the olive shall 
fail — yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my salvation.” (3:17). 


ZECHARIAH 


Zechariah is known as, “The Seer.” His mis- 
sion was to induce the Jewish exiles in Persia to 
rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. It is thought 
that he lived to see it completed in 516 B. C. 
His book contains a great deal more, however. 
The strong Messianic flavor is frequently dis- 
covered, — that is, predictions concerning the 
coming of our Lord. 


To get back to the temple idea, 42,360 Jews 
had returned to Jerusalem under the leader- 
ship of Zerubbabel and Joshua. The construc- 
tion work on the temple had commenced. Op- 
position from their neighbors, however, had 
caused them to stop the work. They were dis- 
couraged and depressed because they had not 
been able to re-establish beautiful Zion. ‘The 
foundations had been laid but there was no 
super-structure. 


The words of Zechariah were electrifying in 
their effect. How often we have all heard them 
quoted, “Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit saith the Lord of hosts.” (3:6). Again 
he says, as God’s spokesman, “For who has 
despised the day of small things?” (3:10). The 


people responded. They had a mind to com- 


plete the work which they had commenced. In 
building churches and missions, what an en- 
couragement, what an inspiration! We may go 
forward, no matter how great the discourage- 
ments, since God is with us. 


ANALYSIS AND CONTENTS 


It is quite easy to oversimplify this book. Ap- 
parently it falls into two broad divisions, (I) 
Chapters 1-8. This is composed of three mes- 
sages which could have been delivered on dif- 
ferent occasions. The sublime call to repent- 
ance in the first six verses of the first chapter 
is considered one of the strongest of its kind 
and one of the most spiritual in all of the Old 
Testament. Read it for yourself. Following 
this is a series of eight symbolic night-visions 
all of which, with the possible exception of 
one, spell encouragement and hope for the re- 
building of the temple, the forgiveness of God’s 
people and His protecting providence. A climax 
is reached in a coronation scene (6:9-15) in 
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which Joshua the high priest is crowned and 
is apparently made typical of the Coming One 
who will be Branch, Messiah, Priest, and King. 
This is one of the most complete portraits of 
Him, who is all-glorious, found in Old Testa- 
ment scriptures. The temple-idea reaches out 
into a distant future and incorporates into 
itself what He will accomplish in the golden 
days ahead. We cannot refrain from quoting 
these blessed words, “Even He shall build the 
temple of the Lord; and He shall bear the glory, 
and shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He 
shall be a priest upon His throne; and the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both.” 
(6:13). The visit of the Bethel deputation 
closes this section. The turning of their fasts 
into feasts, which is the answer, portrays the 
great and glorious days yet ahead. 


Division (II) chapters 9-14 is concerned with 
two “burdens,” or oracles. The first in chap- 
ters 9-11 is the promise of a land to which 
they would return with many temporal bless- 
ings and much inward strength. Woven in 
with these messages there is a bright scarlet 
thread, the hope of the Coming King. What 
lovely words, these, “Rejoice greatly, O daugh- 
ter of Zion; shout O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold thy King cometh unto thee: He is just 
and having salvation; lowly and riding upon 
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” (9:9). 


The last part of this second section is con- 
cerning the future of Israel, purified and re- 
deemed as the center of the nations. “The bells 
of the horses,” shall bear the name, “HOLI- 
NESS UNTO THE LORD” and “the pots in 
the LORD’S house shall be like the bowls be- 
fore the altar.” The whole concept is tremen- 
dous and involves all nations. It is difficult 
to confine this simply to Israel restored. What 
an uplift to read in the great closing climactic 
chapter, “And the Lord shall be King over all 
the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, 
and His name one.” (14:9). 


MALACHI 


Nothing is known about the person of this 
the last book of the Old Testament prophets. 
The same meaning, “My Messenger,” may have 
been an official title referring especially to his 
prophetic office. 


The prophet’s message is most vigorous and 
courageous. One is naturally led to believe that 
he has a colorful character and strong in the 
faith. As a prophet in the time of Israel’s exile 
and return he was probably a contemporary of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. 


CONDITIONS IN ISRAEL 


The temple had been rebuilt and dedicated 
by those Jews who had returned to Palestine. 


_ The sacrifices had been restored, but serious 


abuses had crept into Israel’s conduct and life; 
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the priests had become lax and subject to tees; 
inferior animals were offered for sacrifice; the 
tithe was being neglected; divorces were preva- 
lent; the covenant was neglected, and the nation 
was skeptical of the fact that they were the 
chosen people of God. 


CONTENTS 


The writer begins with a very strong state- 
ment of the love of God for wayward Israel. 
What better start could he make? The main 
thrusts of this important book of four chap- 
ters are two in particular, — first one against 
the priests, and secondly another against the 


people. Both needed to take heed to them-. 


selves. This order is important and timely for 
this and every age. The priests had corrupted 
the covenant of the Lord, that sacred bond, 
sealed in blood at Sinai. They would not give 
glory unto the name of Jehovah. Fees were 
sought for every little thing they did, — “Who 
is there even among you that would shut the 
doors for nought? neither do you kindle fires 
upon mine altar for nought.” (1:10). Instead 
of being sincere leaders and helpers in worship 
they were actual hindrances and were the gen- 
erators of spiritual darkness. What solemn words, 
“But ye are departed out of the way; ye have 
caused many to stumble at the law; ye have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord 
of hosts. (2:8). 


Secondly, “Like people like priests.” In days 
of spiritual declension, and we hate to say it, 
revival must begin with the ministers of the 
living God. As for the people they brought 


sacrificial animals that were both lame and 


blind. Some of these animals were actually 
sick or wounded. Polluted bread was offered 
upon the altar. Not only did the people in 
effect despise the worship of Jehovah but they 
despised the ways of righteousness in every day 
living. A sad, long, realistic list of offenses is 
chalked up against them, — sorcery, adultery, 
lving, oppression of labor and meanness towards 
the widows, orphans and strangers. 


The tithe, through a neglect of the same, 
shines out in classic words so familiar and yet 
so often neglected in our time, “Will a man 
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me — in tithes 


and offerings — Bring ye all the tithes into the 


storehouse, — and prove me now herewith — if 
I will not open you the windows of heaven and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” (3:8-10). Some 
writers think there were three tithes, — two 
every year and a third one every third year for 
the poor. 


CLIMAX 


Chapters three and four provide the beautiful 
vista of a coming Lord and Redeemer. Thrilling 
indeed are the opening words of chapter three, 


MARCH 27, 1957 


VBS SUCCESS 


GREAT COMMISSION 
MATERIALS 


e More Bible content 
e Greater pupil interest 
e Fuller teachers’ helps 


A complete two week program for Be- 
ginner, Primary, Junior, and Intermedi- 
ate Departments. Teachers’ manuals, 
pupils’ workbooks, handwork packets 
and promotional materials for each de- 
partment insure your success in taking 
advantage of the opportunities of the 


Vacation BibleSchool.Sample kits-$2.95. 


Write for brochure and order blanks to 
GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 


728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 


“Behold I will send my messenger, and He shall 
prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom 
ye seek shall suddenly come to His temple.” 
Chapter four, the closing words, provide us the 
hopeful streaks of dawn before the rising of 
the sun. “But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with heal- 
ing in His wings.” Four more centuries and 
the Babe of Bethlehem would appear. 


“Brightest and best of the Sons of the morning 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 


Say, shall we yield Him, in costly devotion, 
Odors of Edom and offerings divine, 

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean 
Myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine? 
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NEWS 


World Missions 
Budget for 1957 
Receipts to date 236,581.38 


Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1957 6.75% 


Balance needed for 1957 3,263,418.62 


Board of Church Extension 
Report of February 1957 
Budget 1957 $1,518,225.00 


Receipts to date 82,292.93 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received to date 5.4% 
Balance needed for the year 1,435,932.07 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


Report of the Centennial 
Committee to 
the General Assembly 


The committee met in Atlanta on Thursday, 
March 7, and organized, with President Wallace M. 
Alston as chairman. 


The committee carefully reviewed and discussed 
the action of the 1956 Assembly in connection with 
its authorization of the observance of 1961 as the 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 

nite 


It was decided to organize the work of the com- 
mittee under the following five heads: 


1. Celebrations. This includes all programs of 
special observance from the local church to the 
General Assembly. 


2. Goals. Certain goals will be recommended 
to the Assembly and other agencies and groups 
will be encouraged to set their own. 


3. Special Literature. It is contemplated that 
certain books and shorter works will be produced 
in connection with the Centennial. | 


4. Communications. The production of a film 
and possible use of television, radio, and other 
audio-visual aids is envisioned. 


5. Publicity. 


A sub-committee was appointed ond —_ of these 
areas. 


It was the judgment ef the committee that the 
theme of the Centennial should. be: “Our Presby- 
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$3,500,000.00 


terian Heritage and Mission.’”’ In agreement with 


the action of the 1956 General Assembly, this 


committee is of the conviction that the effect of 
the observance will depend largely on the spirit 
and manner in which it is carried out. Accordingly 
it proposes that the Centennial program be de- 
signed primarily to sete the Church forward. While 
our appreciation the abiding values in our 
heritage should be antec’, we should be chiefly 


concerned to clarify our vision of our future rule 
and receive fresh stimulus in the service of our 


Lord. Furthermore, the committee hopes to fashion 
a program which will enlarge our horizons and 
vivify our sense of fellowship with all other Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Churches throughout the 
world, both those which are older and those which 
have come into being as a result of the missionary 
enterprise. Our common traditions in doctrine, 
polity, worship and practice will be presented in 


such a way as to strengthen our sense of unit 


with the Calvinistic Family, and through it 
the Ecumenical Church. 


Recommendations: 
1. That the Assembly adopt the following as 


the theme of the Centennial: “Our Presbyterian 


Heritage and Mission.” 


2. That the committee answer Dr. Scott’s request 
regarding finances by stating that the estimated 
expenses for 1957 and 1958 are $7,500 and that 


there will be further expenses which will be de- 


pendent upon the nature of the program to be 
adopted later by the General Assembly. 


3. That the budget finally to be adopted by the 
General Assembly of 1958 for the observance of 
the Cetennial to be referred to the General Council 
with the request that they recommend a procedure 


for financing it. 
—Wallace M. Alston, Chairman 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham — Third Presbyterian Church in 
Birmingham has begun a campaign for $150,000 
for a new educational building to be called the 
Brother Bryan Memorial Christian Education 
Building, in memory of the late Rev. James A. 
Bryan, known as “Brother Bryan.”’ 


“Brother Bryan” was pastor of Third Church 
for 52 years. 


The new unit of Third Presbyterian Church will 
adjoin the present church sanctuary, and will have 
a fellowship hall with kitchen facilities, classrooms 
for Sunday School sessions, a library, choir room, 
a pastor’s office and office for the director of 
education. 


James H. Bryan, the son of the late “‘Brother 
Bryan,” is general chairman of the building com- 
mittee. Also serving on the committee are Bryan 
A. Chace, co-chairman; Mrs. Walter F. Quattle- 
baum secretary; Wincent A. Graham, treasurer; 
and Fred G. Moran, David L. Rawls, Mr. and Mrs. 


. O. Z. Collins, Mrs. T. N. Blake, Miss Jeanette 


Cruse, Miss Dona Hubbard, Roy L. Waddell, Robert 
— Mrs. C. A. Weaver, and W. G. High- 
tower. 
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GEORGIA 


Atlanta — Rev. Robert D. Alexander has been 
uppointed by the moderator to fill the unexpired 
term of office of the Stated Clerk of the Synod 
— —— having been held by the Rev. L. B. 

ibbs. 


The next stated meeting of the Synod of Georgia 
is to be held June fourth and fifth. The meeting 
is to take place at the Druid Hills Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta. Dr. Thomas Fry is the host 
pastor. 


Atlanta — The Rev. Albert E. Dimmock, As- 
sociate Secretary of the Division of Evangelism 
of the Board of Church Extension, in Atlanta, has 
been elected secretary of that Division, succeeding 
Dr. William H. McCorkle. Dr. McCorkle resigned 
last year in order to assume the pastorate at First 
Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Tenn. 


Atlanta — Dr. Eugene R. Kellersberger, for 
thirty years a medical missionary to the Belgian 


Congo from the Presbyterian Church, U. S., was_ 


here recently to receive his third decoration from 
the Belgian government for outstanding work in 
the tropics. Dr. Kellersberger is one of the nation’ 
foremost authorities on leprosy. | 


Latest award received by Dr. Kellersberger is 
the Croix de l’Officier de la Couronne, one of 
Belgium’s highest honors, which was presented to 
the former Presbyterian missionary by Robert S. 
Sams, Atlanta lawyer and de jure consul for the 
Belgian government. 


Dr. Kellersberger had already received the Chev- 
alier Royal Order of the Lion and the Chevalier 
Royal Order of the Crown, high awards of the 
Belgian government. 


While he was in the Congo, Dr. Kellersberger 
treated more than 55,000 natives who were suffer- 
ing from leprosy, sleeping sickness and other tropi- 
cal diseases. He helped establish the first govern- 
ment-financed leprosy colony in the Belgian Congo. 


The Kellersbergers are now living in Melbourne, 
Fla. Dr. Kellersberger, past general secretary of 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., still treats 
occasional cases of leprosy. 


Atlanta — Mrs. Leighton McCutchen, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Women’s Work, Mrs. 


A. L. Devarieste of New Orleans, field worker for 


the Board, and Miss Mary Crawford, returning 
missionary to the Belgian Congo, have left for 
the Congo. 


Miss Crawford has been on her regular furlough 
in the States. Mrs. McCutchen and Mrs. Devarieste 
will remain in the Congo long enough to attend 
meetings there and view the work of the Presby- 
terian missions. 


Mrs. McCutchen is to attend a Congolese 
women’s conference on March 25-27, at Kakinda, 
where she will speak. The conference will be the 
first of its kind ever held. She will also attend 
synod and youth meetings in the Congo, and at 
the invitation of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
will visit Douala and Yaounde in French Camerouns. 
She will visit Brussels, Rome, Geneva, Paris, and 
Leopoldville, Luluabourg and Brazzaville in the 
Congo before returning to the States. 


Mrs. Devarieste and Mrs. McCutchen will return 
together to this country on April 10. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Davidson College has renamed a 
dormitory in honor of the late J. Archie Cannon 
of Concord. 


Mr. Cannon, at the time of his death last July, 
was vice-president of the Davidson College Board 
of Trustees, a position he had held for the pre- 
ceding 20 years. 


President John R. Cunningham announced that 
West dormitory had been renamed “J. Archie 
Cannon” dormitory. The renaming was unani- 
mously approved by the Board of Trustees. 


The dormitory was completely renovated last 


summer, receiving new flooring and ceilings and 
baths. The exterior will be refinished this spring. 


Mr. Cannon served as chairman of the Buildings 
and Grounds committee of the trustees during the 
entire administration of Dr. John R. Cunningham, 
which began in 1941. During that time seven major 
buildings were constructed, the older dormitories 
were renovated and the grounds landscaped. 


-Mr. Cannon served as president of the Concord 
Rotary Club and of the Cabarrus Country Club, 
and as chairman of the trustees of the Presby- 
terian Orphan’s home at Barium Springs. 


Laurinburg — The committee on curriculum of 
the Consolidated Presbyterian College met in 
Laurinburg today and, following lunch, spent the 
afternoon in a conference as to ways and means 
to proceed in drafting a curriculum. The consensus 
of opinion of the committee was that a thorough- 
going study should be made seeking to determine 
exactly what a Christian college aims to do, and 


also as to what means should be devised for the 


realization of these aims. 3 


Because of the importance of such a study to 
Christian Higher Education in general, and par- 
ticularly in the launching of the new college, the 
committee planning to seek funds to finance a 
study which will enable the consolidated college 


in the launching of its academic program to have — 


the guidance of the careful thinking of a number 
of the outstanding educators in America. 


TEXAS 


Dallas—The Tenth Annual Church Extension 
Seminar for local chairmen of Church Extension 


in the Women of the Church of the Presbytery . 


of Dallas was held on Thursday, February 28, 1957, 
at the Highland Park Church, in Dallas. Repre- 
sentatives from the churches heard the work of 
Church Extension presented from the standpoint 
of evangelism with a discussion period led by Rev. 
Lyndon M. Jackson, member of the Committee’s 
Division on Evangelism. He emphasized particularly 
the need for follow-up evangelism in every church, 
thorough preparation for church mem- 
ership. 


The work of the Division of Christian Relations 
and Radio-Television was presented jointly by Rev. 
G. H. Slusser, chairman of the Division of Chris- 
tian Relations. The scope of this work was pre- 
sented through the showing of a film recording 
the life and work of Mrs. Patsy B. Turner, well 
known mountain missionary, together with the ta 
recording entitled ‘““Mile Away Mission.” The fi 
of Mrs. Turner is being offered for use on tele- 
vision stations throughout the territory embraced 
by our church, and the tape recording is being 
offered for use by local radio stations. 
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Under the theme of Home Missions presentation 
was made of the work of missionary support and 
church expansion. Rev. Messrs. W. D. Richardson, 
pastor of the Hope Church in Dallas, and Rev. 
Frank M. Taylor, pastor of the Roanoke-Grapevine 
larger parish. Church expansion discussion was 
led by Mr. B. T. Erwin, chairman of that sub- 
committee of the Home Mission Division, who called 
upon pastors of two of our newest churches for 
messages. R. Earl Price, minister in charge of 
the project which resulted in the organization on 
February 24, 1957, of the Chapel Hills Presby- 
terian Ghurch, told of “How a Church Gets Start- 
ed.” - Rev. W. A. Dealey, Jr., whose church was 
organized December 10, 1956, spoke of “How a 
Church Gets Off the Ground.” 

—Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary 


The Chapel Hills Presbyterian Church, serving 
the Walnut Hill community, was organized Feb- 
ruary 24 with 64 charter members. The Rev. R. 
Earl Price will serve as pastor and a permanent 
church building will be constructed later. 


Elders elected for the new church are Tom 
Keese, William F. Haden, Richard Skinner, and 
R. S. Hauck. The deacons elected are Lewis Boyd, 
John Gilmore, Harold Jones, Ralph Major and 
Joe Pope. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond — Miss Bettie Currie was named 
director of youth work of the Board of Christian 


Education at the recent meeting of the Board held 


in Richmond. Since 1949 she has been an asso- 
ciate, having primary responsibility for senior high 
young people and their leaders. She has served 
as editor of the Senior High Fellowship Handbook, 
Presbyterian YOUTH, and the THY WILL - My 
Will, a devotional Bible study guide used in seven 
denominations. 


A native of hein. Texas, Miss Currie received 
her B.A. degree from the University of Texas. 
After serving several years as director of religious 
education of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Durant, Oklahoma, she attended the General As- 
sembly’s Training School in Richmond, Virginia, 
receiving the degree of Master of Religious Edu- 
cation in 1949. She is president of the Richmond 
Chapter of the Assembly’s Training School Alumni. 
A member of the Westminster Presbyterian Church 
of Richmond, she serves on that church’s Christian 
Education Committee. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


South Ruffner, Charleston — After sixty-five 
years this southside church has come to self sup- 
port. They have a modern church plant and a 
comfortable manse nearby. 


Another milestone is the taking on of $1200 
per year on the sane of Rev. and Mrs. Robert 
recently gone as missionaries 

razi 


Special World Missionary ae in the 50-50 
Club total more than $1800 this year. | 


Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, who have served 
in China, Japan, Korea and now Formosa, were 


- guest ers recently at.a church night supper 


when about seventy were in  oientnacd: 


Rev. Fred E. Manning, Jr., the pastor since 
January 1, 1956, is for the second time a va 
Rev. Chas. W. Rightmyer in an evangelistic cam- 
paign in Richwood, March 17-22. 

-_F. E. Manning, Vivian, W. Va. 
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The Trial of Jesus Christ __ __ $2.00 
By Frank J. Powell 

Supreme Authority $2.00 

| By Nevell Geldenhuys 

The Gospel of The Spirit _ $1.50 
By Samuel Eyles Pierce 

Studies in Theology $3.50 


Any Three of the Books 
Listed Below Sent 
Postpaid for $5.00 


SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 


The Basis of Millenial Faith ___ $2.00 
By Floyd E. Hamilton 


Why 1000 Years? $2.50 
By Wm. Masselink 


Crucial Questions About 
The Kingdom of God $3.00 
By George E. Ladd 


John Calvin: Expository Preacher _ $2.50 
By Lerey Nixen 


By Loraine Boettner 


The Reformed Doctrine 

of Justification $3.00 
By Boehl 

The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption __ $2.50 
By R. A. Webb 


The Faith of Christendom $3.00 
$2.50 


By Vander Meulen 
Christianity and Liberalism 
By J. Gresham Machen 
The Presbyterian Conflict $1.50 
By Edwin H. Riaz 
What Presbyterians Believe 
: By Gorden H. Clark 
The Impact of Christianity on 
the Non-Christian World 
By Dr, J. H. Bavinck 


$2.00 

$2.50 

The March of Truth $2.50 
$3.95 

__$4.50 


By Dr. Stephen Szabo 


The Called of God 
By A. B. Davidson 


The Reformed Doctrine 


of Predestination 
By Loraine Boettner 


Order From 


The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


Sunday, April 7, Mark 6:32-42. Surely Jesus’ 
“public” ministry has been rightly named! 
Notice the demands the public continually 
made upon him — at every time of day 
(1:32-33,35-37), wherever He went, even in 
His home (1:45; 2:1-2,13; 5:21; 6:54-56), push- 
ing, jostling, reaching mob proportions (3:9; 
4:1), always demanding His attention and en- 
ergy (1:32,40; 2:3; 3:10; 5:22-23,30) , thoughtless 
of His own weariness (6:31-34a) or sorrow 
(6:25-33). Notice in these verses the verbs that 
reveal Jesus’ response to the people: healed, 
cast out (demons), preached, forgave, taught, 
fed. Before we can minister to people as Jesus 
ministered to them, we have to be filled with 
the compassion with which Jesus was filled, 1.e., 
with the ability to “suffer with” those we try 
to serve. 

Monday, April 8, Matthew 14:13-21. The com- 
passion with which Jesus viewed the multitudes 
expressed itself in His ministering to both their 


physical (14:14,16) and spiritual (Mark 6:34) | 


needs. It was a driving force that constrained 
Him to take the most practical, strategic steps 
to get the job done (Matt. 9:36,38; 10:1,5-8). 
It affected not only the deed He did, but the 
manner and attitude in which He did them. 
Notice, for example, the way He touched the 
loathsome leper (Mark 1:41) and His thought- 
fulness in attending to the needs of Jairus’ 
daughter (Mark 5:43). How much of His com- 
passion can Christ express through your life? 
Does your concern for others take in all their 
needs? Is it a practical concern? Is it a tender, 
loving concern? 


Tuesday, April 9, Matthew 15:29-32. Sit 
down beside Jesus in the hills of Galilee (v.29) 
and watch the different classes of people as 
they were brought to Him (v.30). It seems 
that none of those who needed Jesus’ help 
were able to get to Him by themselves (v.30). 
Others did the only thing they could — brought 
them to the place where Jesus was and simply 
laid them at His feet (v.30). There is only 
one class of people that can-be seen returning 
from the presence of Jesus — people who are 
well and happy (v.31,39). What was the two- 
fold reaction of the multitude to all of this 
(v.31)? There is no thrill that can compare 
with that of watching Christ’s transforming 
touch upon a deformed body or soul, unless it 
is the thrill of having had some part yourself 
in bringing the deformed one to the Lord. 


Wednesday, April 10, IJ Kings 17:8-16. Ahab 
was one of the most evil of the kings of Israel 
(16:30-33) . Against him God raised up a proph- 
et, Elijah, to speak the word of the Lord 
(17:1-2ff). What was the purpose of the sign 


Elijah performed in v.1 (see 18:21,38-39)? Ob-— 
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serve God’s faithfulness in hearing Elijah’s 
prayer (17:1-7) and supplying His needs in 
a supernatural manner (vv.3-10), guiding him 
step by step during the drought (vv.3,9), pro- 


tecting him from all his adversaries (18:7-10) ,. 


and blessing those with whom he came in con- 
tact (vv.10-16). It was when human resources 
came completely to an end that God stepped 
in (vv.7-8,12-14). What evidences do you see 
in vv.3-16 of Elijah’s child-like trust in God? 
When human resources fail and the adversary 


is strong, can you look to God to be your 


unfailing source of supply? 

Thursday, April 11, James 2:14-17. The prob- 
lem of the relationship of faith and works has 
ever existed in the history of the Christian 
Church. What particular problem is James fac- 
ing in this passage? What concept of faith do 
those to whom James refers in v.14 have? Is 
James denying the need or place of faith in 
salvation? Does he say that a man can be 
saved by works? What, then, is the relation- 
ship between faith and works (vv.17,18b) ? See 
Ephesians 2:8-10. Are there times when you 
become so concerned about your faith or your 
inner spiritual life that you neglect the ad- 
monitions of vv.15-16? Do you attempt to per- 
form good works in the energy of the flesh? 
See John 15:4-5. 

Friday, April 12, John 6:1-14. What drew the 
attention of the crowds to Jesus (6:2)? What 
attitude did they manifest toward Him (vv.14- 
15)? Yet, what did Jesus say was their real 
motive in seeking Him (v.26)? Jesus then be- 
gan to speak in language they could not under- 
stand (vv.35,41-42,52). Even some of His own 
disciples were offended (vv.60,66)? What in- 
sights did Peter and the Twelve have into the 
nature of Jesus’ ministry that was lacking in 
the others (vv.68,69)? Was the understand- 
ing of the Twelve complete (vv.5-7, 8-9)? 
Though we make much of our profession of 
Christianity, if we follow Christ with wrong 
motives, as did the crowds in v.26, He will not 


associate Himself with us (v.15). But if we. 
follow Christ sincerely, even though we do not 


understand everything about Him (5,7,8-9), He 

will graciously reveal Himself to us (v.16-21). 
Saturday, April 13, Luke 10:30-37. ‘The story 

of the Good Samaritan is known to most by 


heart. What prompted its telling (vv.25-29) ? 


According to Matthew 23:23-24, what was 
basically lacking in the religion of the religious 
leaders of Israel? Like the Pharisee, the lawyer 
who came to Jesus was familiar with the Scrip- 
tures (10:25-27). What point did Jesus make 
to him about the Scriptures (v.28)? What was 
the central point of the story as far as the lawyer 
was concerned (vv.36-37)? Do you think Jesus 
displayed a good deal of tact and patience as 
He dealt with the lawyer’s needs in v.25-37? 
Though you are active in the Church and know 
your Bible well, would Jesus point out a similar 
need in your life? 
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Rose Hill, N. C.. 
3-15-57 


Dr. H. B. Dendy, Editor 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


With reference to the covenant signed at Wallace 
on February 24th, if it is not already clear in what 
we said, please let it be understood that we did not 
and we do not now question the integrity of any 
of the brethren. It was our purpose to call atten- 
tion to what we felt, and still feel, to be a serious 
error. This is not to judge the Christian character 
or motives of any person. If anyone has a con- 
trary notion, I hope this letter will serve to correct 
it. 
Yours very truly, 
W. D. Herring 


PROTESTANT PREACHING IN LENT. Harold 
J. Ockenga. Eerdmans. $3.95. 


During the past 25 years Dr. Ockenga has de- 
voted his preaching during the Lenten season to 
sermons about Christ and the days of every suc- 
cessive Holy Week to messages about His Death. 
Out of these Lenten sermons he has drawn material 
for this book. There are 7 series in this volume, 
each including from 4 to 8 sermons. The major 
emphasis in each is upon Christ as the Divine Son 
of God and His death as the ground of our re- 
demption. 


These sermons do not appear in full. Enough 
is given to stimulate further creative activity on 
the part of the local preacher. 


Some Protestants are opposed to Lenten services. 
Dr. Ockenga defends the practice. He says, “‘Lent 
is a time when Christians are predisposed toward 
considering the great events in the life of Jesus 
Christ which constitute the gospel. Protestants 
have not taken advantage of this seasonal oppor- 
tunity for preaching the central facts of the Chris- 
tian faith, A new trend may be detected in 
Protestantism toward observance of Lent by the 
employment of preaching. In preaching resides the 
power of evangelical Christianity. By proclamation 
of the Word of God come enlightenment, knowl- 
edge and conviction. Then why not utilize every 
opportunity to preach, especially when the minds 
of men are conditioned to receive the message of 
the gospel? Lent is a time when men expect to 
hear about the life, death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus.” 


This is a rich and suggestive book, a great stimu- 
lus to the Sr faith. It lends itself as de- 
lightfully to browsing as to consecutive reading. 
We trust that this welcome volume will have the 
wide circulation it deserves. It is the kind of 
preaching that this age needs. : 

John R. Richardson 
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MANUAL ON SOUL WINNING. M. W. Downey. 
Baker Book House. 40c. 


This booklet is a condensation of 10 lessons from | 
the author’s book, “The Art of Soul Winning’”’. 
This manual is designed to serve as a handbook 
for students in short-term Bible study courses. The 


- review questions at the end of each lesson are 
helpful. 


Missionary Truths in Isaiah 
By George S. Lauderdale 


Isaiah preached to religious people; men 
everywhere today are religious, but need the 
gospel. God punished His people because of 
their sin: ‘They have cast away the law of 
the Lord of Hosts, and despised the word of 
the Holy One of Israel.”” Isaiah 5:24,25. These 
religious persons also despised Jesus Christ, 
God’s Word made flesh, but God used their 


Opposition to cause Gentiles to hear His mes- 


sage. 
* * * 


Jesus’ Name, “Immanuel,” teaches us to trust 


in Him alone: “Cease ye from man, whose 


breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to 
be accounted of?” Isaiah 2:22. ‘“Sanctify the 
Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your 
dread.” Isaiah 8:13. The Lord promised that 
after Israel was punished, a remnant would 
“no more again stay upon him that smote them; 
but shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One 


of Israel, in truth.” Isaiah 10:20. May God 


grant that the church now will be that remnant; 
Jesus Christ is all we need! - 


Until the Spirit of God is poured out from 
on high, all is barrenness, but He changes the 
wilderness into a fruitful field. What folly 
it is, therefore, to grieve the Holy Spirit and 
trust in Egypt, or worldly wisdom! “Now the 
Egyptians are men, and not God; and their 
horses flesh, and not spirit. When the Lord 
shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth 
shall fall, and he that is helped shall fall down, 
and they shalf all fall together.” Isaiah 31:3. 


It is daring to become a Christian and thus a 
target of Satan, but it is fatal to forsake the 
fountain of living waters for leaky cisterns which 


_ can hold nothing. Immanuel means “God with 


us”; He is sufficient! 
* 


Listen to this promise to all who witness for 
the Lord Jesus Christ: “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee.” Isaiah 26:3. By 
abiding in Christ we bring forth fruit and are 
filled with His joy; joy includes perfect peace, 
and abiding in Christ having one’s mind stayed 
on Him! But peace is promised only to those 
who keep God’s commandments: “There is no 
peace, saith the Lord, to the wicked.” Isaiah 
48:22. 
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